


Jeremy Dygert, co-owner of Champlain Valley 
Specialty (CVS) in Keesville, New York, will be 
the guest speaker at the New England Apple 

Association’s annual meeting Tuesday, December 
13, at 4 p.m. !e meeting will be held during the 

2011 New Eng-
land Vegetable 
and Fruit Confer-
ence at the Center 
of New Hamp-
shire Radisson 
Hotel, Manches-
ter, New Hamp-
shire, in a room to 
be announced.
"
CVS is the pre-

mier processing facility in the Northeast, and 
supply fresh-sliced apples to the New York City 
public schools. !e company has expressed interest 
in working with New England growers to develop 
a fresh-sliced industry in the region, and the New 
England Apple Association, with Specialty Crops 
grants from Massachusetts and New Hampshire, is 
working to develop a pilot program for fresh-sliced 
apples targeting the private food service sector, 
including colleges, universities, and sports venues.



"
All growers are 
urged to attend the 
annual meeting 
to hear about the 
recent work of the 
association, share 
their ideas, and 
meet with Jer-
emy to explore the 
potential of grow-
ing apples for the 
fresh-sliced market.
"
Several New Eng-
land growers had 
an opportunity to 
work with CVS 
in 2009 as part of 
a Federal-State 
Marketing Im-
provement Pro-
gram (FSMIP) project through which fresh-sliced 
apples were packaged and sold to public schools in 
New England and New York. 

Stephen T. Lacasse, executive vice president of 
the fresh-cut produce company Fresh Appeal and 
former chair of the board of directors of the New 
England Apple Association, co-authored the #nal 
FSMIP report, “Packaging Fresh Produce for the 
Snack Food Market,” in 2009. 

As part of that project, CVS developed a New 
England apple slice bag and brand. Apples were 
purchased from New England growers, fresh-sliced 
and packaged in four-ounce bags, and sold to pub-
lic school systems in Connecticut, Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, New York, Rhode Island, and 
Vermont, through the Department of Defense. 

!e new project will target the more lucrative food 
service markets in such venues as major sports are-
nas and cultural facilities, colleges and universities, 
and hospitals.



.
Tropical Storm Irene launched a wet September for the region’s apple growers, but that did not 
dampen the enthusiasm at this year’s New England Apple Day, celebrated for the !rst time by the 
commissioners of agriculture in all six states, or visitors to the New England Apple Association 
booth in the Massachusetts Building at the Eastern States Exposition September 17 to October 2; 
despite the near constant threat of rain, the association surpassed its previous record for sales.
"e fall !nally dried out, to the relief of growers, and the promotional activity continued. Here is a 
sampling of those activities and some of our orchards.





























!e New England Apple Association is close to 
launching a new section of its website, www.new-
englandapples.org for producers of fresh and hard 
cider and value-added apple products. 

!e new pages will include information and 
resources about cider-making, including a video 
of commercial cider production at Carlson Or-
chards in Harvard, Massachusetts, and will link 
to photographs and descriptions of apple varieties 

cultivated especially for cider. !e website currently 
attracts more than 700,000 hits annually, and the 
“Cider, Pies, and Preserves” section is expected to 
increase the number of visitors. 

Producers interested in having a listing on the 
page will be able to do so through a new associ-
ate  membership. For information, contact info@
newenglandapples.org, or call 860-619-8118.



!e Carrot Project announces that its loan funds 
serving farms in"Massachusetts and farms and 
farm-related businesses in"Vermont will accept"ap-
plications for its winter deadline through Janu-
ary 6, 2012 for loans of $35,000 or less."A second 
round of applications will be due by March 2, 
2012. " "

For more information, visit: www.thecarrotproject.
org/programs/loan_programs, or contact Benneth 
Phelps at"bphelps@thecarrotproject.org"or"617-
674-2371.

In partnership with Coastal Enterprises, Inc., the 
Carrot Project also o$ers the Maine Farm Busi-
ness Loan Fund."Providing loans up to $35,000 

for farm and farm-related businesses, this loan is 
for businesses that use sustainable practices and 
concentrate on local and regional markets."!e ap-
plication deadline is rolling throughout the year."

For more information, visit www.ceimaine.org or 
contact Gray Harris at 207-882-7552 or ghs@
ceimaine.org.

!e nonpro#t Carrot Project creates #nancing so-
lutions, capitalized by private investment, for small 
and midsized farms in New England and contigu-
ous counties in New York that use ecologically 
sensitive methods and sell their farm or value-add-
ed products to local and regional markets. 

Dr. Kathleen Liang of the University of Vermont 
has designed a research project to study creative 
and innovative strategies developed and imple-
mented by small farmers in New England beyond 
traditional farming operations. !e focus of her 
study is “multifunctional farm enterprises” such as 
agritourism, value-added products, and o$-farm 
works. "

Using the census approach to include all farmers in 
New England, the study will examine innovative 

strategies small farmers have applied; success, risks, 
challenges, and barriers for small farmers to survive 
and prosper in rural areas; and #nancial implica-
tions on long-term farm development and rural 
economic development associated with multifunc-
tional farm operations. "

A postcard was delivered to farmers in New Eng-
land region in October and November to gather 
information about their creative/innovative prac-
tices. A follow-up survey will be sent to a select 
group of farmers in the spring of 2012 to gather 
more information about farm pro#le, operation 
details, and assessment of the impact of multifunc-
tional operations. " 

Liang’s study will allow small farmers to share 
stories and exchange information with their coun-
terparts. Liang hopes that the study will generate 
policy recommendations to the USDA that will 
assist small farmers across the nation. 

For more information, contact Liang at 802-656-
0754 or CLIANG@uvm.edu.
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